HOW TO TRAVEL AGAIN
AFTER 2020
2020 was a year unlike any other. For everyone’s safety, we
all adapted to a new normal—one where travel didn’t play
a role. While we longed for relaxing on sunny beaches and
sightseeing in European countries, we held out for safer
times when traveling could become a staple in our lives
again. But the question on everyone’s mind lately is, “are we
there yet?”
Valley’s Prestige Program has been closely monitoring
trends and travel regulations and want to assure you that as
we launch our 2021 program, we’re keeping your safety top
of mind. Here are some things to note as we prepare for this
year’s trips.

Safety protocols are still in place
While current vaccines are effective, those who are
vaccinated can still transmit the coronavirus to others
as asymptomatic carriers. Vaccinated people will still
need to follow mask-wearing and social-distancing
recommendations.
Internationally based cruises won’t open up just yet
Cruises have been on hold since last spring and don’t plan on
restarting until at least June. In order to set sail once again,
cruise lines will need to prove they have effective safety
protocols in place and decide whether they will require
passengers to be fully vaccinated.
Be in the know: new travel trends
•

$200 airline change fees may be gone for good—airlines
are going to be doing everything they possible can to get
people on flights including not charging fees to change
or cancel domestic flights

•

More flexibility when booking—travelers are looking
for assurance they can cancel cruises, hotels or tours
without consequence

•

Spur of the moment getaways will be more popular—
travelers are more likely to take the wait-and-see
approach instead of booking in advance

•

International travel will come back slower—so traveling
within the United States will remain popular

•

High-tech, touchless options will expand—touchless
technology will expand to limit the opportunity for virus
transmission

You won’t need proof of COVID-19 vaccination to fly
domestically
As of right now, COVID-19 vaccination is not required to board
domestic flights but may be required for international travel.
A few airlines have begun using a mobile app called VeriFLY
that works like a health passport, allowing international
visitors to confirm they’ve tested negative for COVID-19. This
is now required for international passengers entering the
United States.
Rules around traveling internationally
Some countries may require vaccination for travel or
quarantine restrictions. Certain countries may have tiers of
entry and vaccination rules based on traveler age, perceived
risk at the origin country and political element.
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When do I need my
Real ID?

SNAPSHOTS
OF 2019
Before the world shut down in
March 2020, Prestige had enjoyed
a full year of bucket list travel.

Beginning October 1, 2021, every air traveler 18 years
of age and older will need a REAL-ID-compliant driver’s
license or another form of acceptable ID (such as valid
passport of U.S. military ID) to fly within the United
States. REAL-ID compliant cards are generally marked
with a star in the upper portion of the card.

Contact information

Why don’t you join us for our next
trip?
JUNE 2019
Mediterranean Cruise including
visits to Italy, Sicily, Montenegro,
Islands of Greece, and Malta
JULY 2019
Alaskan Cruise and Denali
OCTOBER 2019
Adirondacks and the Finger Lakes
Region of New York
DECEMBER 2019
New York City at Christmas
FEBRUARY 2020
Yellowstone, Grand Tetons and
Park City in Winter

NANNETTE SMITH SHEAFFER
PRESTIGE MANAGER
1100 Corporate Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35242
Office: 205-408-2066
Cell: 205-901-8126

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR 2021

Share your
email address.
The best way to get information out to our
members—including last minute events and day
trips—is through email. Please take a minute and
send your email address to Nannette Sheaffer at
nsheaffer@valley.com to make sure you don’t miss
any of the fun!

What is the Prestige Program?
Since 1988, Valley’s Prestige Program has offered
travelers over the age of 50 in Alabama and Florida,
a financial relationship that combines premier
banking services with a wealth of social, travel and
educational opportunities.
To qualify for Prestige membership, all you need
to do is maintain a balance of $10,000 or more
in your primary Valley checking account and any
combination of Valley’s deposit accounts. If you
share an account with your spouse, only one partner
needs to be 50 or older for both of you to qualify for
membership.
As a member of the Prestige Program, you’ll
have the opportunity to meet others with similar
goals and interests through travel opportunities,
social functions and educational seminars our our
dedicated Prestige staff organizes.
Your Valley Prestige membership includes these
perks:
•

Organized group tours and travel opportunities
at highly competitive prices planned entirely by
our Prestige staff

•

Invitations to social events and seminars on
timely topics

•

Complimentary Prestige newsletter with
advance notice of planned activities and helpful
tips on personal finances and other topics

Hudson River Valley &
Long Island
SEPTEMBER 25 – OCTOBER 1, 2021
Step into a bygone era as we embark on a journey
through the Hudson River Valley and Long Island. Visit
the Vanderbilt Mansion and historic Rhinebeck and enjoy
a lively chocolate and wine pairing, all while cruising
the historic Hudson River. Enjoy lunch at the historic
Mohonk Mountain House and then to Long Island.
On Long Island and the exclusive Hamptons, explore
famous movie sites, experience culinary delights and
award-winning wineries. Your week will be capped off
by a Great Gatsby themed grand finale dinner.
Notable inclusions:
•

Transportation to and from the airport from a
Valley Bank location

•

Airfare to New York City

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities

•

Six-night accommodation

•

All admissions and most meals

Pricing is $3,547 per person based on double occupancy.
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE JUNE 23, 2021.
Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.

Boston Pops and Newport
DECEMBER 2-6, 2021

Queen for a Week in California
NOVEMBER 16 - 21, 2021 (LADIES ONLY)
Embrace your inner queen and enjoy a week full of
relaxation, luxury and good wine. Enjoy 5 nights in
luxury Villa accommodations at Temecula Southcoast
Winery Resort & Spa where your private patio will take
you directly into the vineyards for an up-close winery
experience like no other.
Spend a day rejuvenating your body and spirit at the
GrapeSeed Spa with included treatments of a 50-minute
South Coast Classic Massage, a 50-minute Gorgeous
GrapeSeed facial, and Coconut Pedicure or Manicure
along with lunch at the spa. Visit Palm Springs, San
Diego and Coronado Island where you’ll also have the
opportunity to explore, learn and enjoy delicious meals
and cocktails. Shop in local boutiques, drink mimosas
on the beach and dive into the local cuisine.
Notable inclusions:
•

Transportation to and from the airport from a
Valley Bank location

•

Airfare to Southern California

•

Three one-hour long spa services

•

Bottle of wine upon arrival

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities
(including spa services)

•

Five nights in luxury Villa accommodations

•

All admissions and most meals

Pricing is $3,395 per person based on double
occupancy (Ladies only).
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE SEPTEMBER 5, 2021
Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.

Spend Christmas in Boston where the city turns into a
festive wonderland of lights, special holiday music and
plenty of good cheer. Visit the Boston Opera house and
see Tchaikovsky’s romantic score, the “Nutcracker”
ballet. Join conductor Keith Lockhart and the worldfamous Boston Pops at the historic Symphony Hall.
Enjoy music, tours and spectacular decorations at
the Christmas celebration at the Newport Mansions.
Visit the Breakers, the Marble House and the Elms
this holiday season where thousands of poinsettia
plants, spectacular evergreen trees, wreaths and
fresh flowers and 19th century style ornaments
turn the houses and their grounds into a Christmas
wonderland.
Notable inclusions:
•

Transportation to and from the airport from a
Valley Bank location

•

Airfare to Boston

•

Four nights hotel accommodations

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities

•

All tickets and admissions and most meals

Pricing is $2,998 per person based on double
occupancy.
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE AUGUST 24, 2021
Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR 2022

The Best of Philadelphia,
Colonial Williamsburg &
Washington DC during the
Cherry Blossom Festival
APRIL 2 – APRIL 10, 2022

Alaska in Winter
MARCH 4-9/10, 2022
Be part of the ceremonial Iditarod start—experience the
thrill of a dog sledding ride in Fairbanks; witness Aurora
Borealis dance across the night sky; and be in awe of the
scenery and beauty of Alaska’s Winter Wonderland. Travel
in style onboard the Alaska Railroad from Fairbanks to
Anchorage in this once in a lifetime tour.

Explore the City of Brotherly Love and the Birthplace
of our Nation. First, stop at Independence Hall before
making a trip to visit the Liberty Bell and then to snap a
photo at the infamous “Rocky” steps. From Philly, make
your way to Williamsburg, Virginia where you’ll step back
in time to experience a genteel 18th century lifestyle and
visit the world’s largest living history museum. Then, take
in the beauty of the National Cherry Bloom festival and
the Cherry Blossom Parade as you walk the National Mall
in Washington, DC. Experience culture, history and the
beauty of our country in one trip!
Notable inclusions:
•

Transportation to and from the airport from a Valley
Bank location

•

Airfare to Philadelphia

•

Eight nights hotel accommodations

Notable inclusions:

•

Cherry Blossom and Monument cruise

•

Transportation to and from the airport from a Valley
Bank location

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities

•

Airfare to Anchorage

•

All tickets and admissions and most meals

•

One-way airline ticket Anchorage to Fairbanks

Pricing is $3,998 per person based on double occupancy.

•

One-way Alaska Railroad ticket from Fairbanks to
Anchorage

FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE DECEMBER 15, 2021.

•

Two nights of Aurora viewing at Aurora Pointe

Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.

•

Five nights hotel accommodations

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities

•

All tickets and admissions and most meals

Pricing is $3,995 per person based on double occupancy.
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE DECEMBER 15, 2021
Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.

Iceland, the Land of
Fire and Ice
JULY 6 – JULY 15, 2022
Take an overnight flight to Reykjavik where you’ll be
able to experience the majesty of Iceland. First, travel
deep into the blue heart of Langjokull and pass through
the Valley of the Horses before making your way to
Mytvatn Nature Baths. Then, journey along the east
coast with its many fjords and dramatic coastline where
you’ll end up at the Jokulsarlon Glacier Lagoon. Visit the
Lava Fields, Black Beaches and view glorious waterfalls
and end your trip on the Golden Circle Route.
Notable inclusions:

National Parks & Monuments
of Arizona and Utah

•

Transportation to and from the airport from a
Valley Bank location

•

Airfare to Reykjavik

APRIL 18 – APRIL 27, 2022

•

Eight nights hotel accommodations and most
all meals

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities

Board a flight to see the beauty of Arizona and Utah.
Take in the breathtaking sights of the Grand Canyon,
Canyon de Chelly, Monument Valley, Arches National
Park, Canyonlands, Capital Reef National Park, Escalante
National Monument, Bryce Canyon National Park and Zion
National Park. Don’t forget your camera to capture the
beauty of these mighty Canyonlands!
Notable inclusions:
•

Transportation to and from the airport from a Valley
Bank location

•

Airfare to Phoenix and from Las Vegas

•

Nine nights hotel accommodations and 18 meals

•

Admissions for Grand Canyon, Canyon de Chelly,
Bryce Canyon, Zion Canyon, Canyonlands and
Arches National Parks

•

Jet boat tour and 4x4 Hummer off-road adventure

•

ALL driver, guide and step on guide gratuities

Pricing is $3,970 per person based on double
occupancy.
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE JANUARY 4, 2022.
Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.

Pricing is $5,495 per person based on double
occupancy.
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE MARCH 20, 2022.
Please see valley.com/prestige for more detailed
information on this trip.
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PLAN
NOW!
Oberammergau

Notable inclusions:

JUNE 26 – JULY 4, 2022

•

Transportation to and from the airport from a
Valley Bank location

DEADLINE MAKE DEPOSIT ON TRIP IS MAY 17, 2021

•

International Airfare to Munich, Germany and
home from Zurich, Switzerland

Set out to explore Switzerland and Germany through Collette
Vacations on our highest sold trip in 2020 prior to cancellation
due to COVID-19 restrictions. Start in the quaint village of
Oberammergau where you’ll also have the opportunity to
experience the epic Oberammergau Passion Play, a once-in-adecade experience. Then, step into real-life fairytales at Bavaria’s
most famous castle and the Chateau de Chillon in Switzerland;
choose between a walking tour or visit the Matterhorn museum to
learn about the tragedy of the first ascent of this imposing peak;
travel through the spectacular scenery of the Grimsel Pass; take
a stroll through the romantic Old Town of Lucerne; and have fun
exploring on your own.

•

Oberammergau’s Passion Play performance
including dinner at intermission

•

Seven nights hotel accommodations

•

All tickets and admissions and most meals

•

Gratuities ARE NOT included with this tour

Pricing is $5,899 per person (price valid until May 24,
2021). $800/person is due at time of reservation with
an additional deposit of $1,500 in June 2021.
FULL PAYMENT IS DUE FEBRUARY 26, 2022. Please
see valley.com/prestige for more detailed information
on this trip.

