
RHINE RIVER  
CHRISTMAS MARKET CRUISE
NOVEMBER 22 – DECEMBER 4, 2023November 22 - December 4, 2023 | 13-Day Cruise/Tour 

 Featuring 2-nights in Zurich, 2-nights in Lucerne, plus 7-nights of cruising the Rhine River                     
from Switzerland through France, Germany to the Netherlands    

Discover fairytale castles and historic vineyards as part of this spectacular Rhine River holiday fantasy. 
Enjoy Zurich, the medieval town of Lucerne, and Basel, before setting sail aboard the beautiful AmaMora, 
an elegantly decorated ship. Encompassing the Netherlands, Germany, France, and Switzerland, as well as 
iconic landmarks and majestic mountain landscapes, this distinctive itinerary is truly a Christmas miracle. 

Visit cities and towns brimming with beautiful decor, glittering Christmas trees, and holiday spirit.               
Wander the stalls of France’s oldest Christmas Market in Strasbourg and explore the restaurants, open-air 

wine gardens, and Christmas Market of Drosselgasse, the cultural heart of Rüdesheim. Explore the               
canal-laden city of Amsterdam in all its seasonal glory, with its neat rows of buildings and rich history.  

Nov 22 | US to Zurich, Switzerland 
Today board your overnight flight bound to Zurich. 
 

Nov 23 | Zurich 
Later this morning you arrive at the Zurich airport, where 
you will be met by your Tour Director and assisted with a 
transfer to your hotel. The remainder of the day is at your 
leisure. Tonight, meet your fellow travelers for a special 
Swizz Fondue welcome to Switzerland dinner!  
Overnight:  Zurich, Switzerland                              (D) 
 

Nov 24| Zurich 
After breakfast depart for a panoramic city tour of Zurich. 
Switzerland’s largest city seamlessly blends its historic past 
with its progressive future - all of which will be on full dis-
play during your city tour. One of the top experiences in 
Zurich is a visit to Old Town where you will find yourself 
amongst medieval houses, churches, and the modern 
Bahnhofstrasse. You will visit one of Zurich’s Christmas 
Markets before returning to your hotel. The afternoon and 
evening are at your leisure to explore Zurich further on your 
own. Overnight: Zurich, Switzerland                                     (B) 
 

Nov 25 | Zurich to Lucerne 
Check out of your hotel and travel to Lucerne, a compact 
city in Switzerland known for its preserved medieval archi-
tecture. The centerpiece of the city is one of Europe’s oldest 
covered bridges and fresco-adorned historic houses line the 
streets. Upon arrival enjoy a scenic boat cruise across the 
tranquil waters of Lake Lucerne, your best opportunity to 
enjoy relaxing moments in the heart of the Swiss Alps.                
Tonight's  dinner is included.                                         
Overnight: Lucerne, Switzerland                                        (B,D)   

Nov 26 | Lucerne 
This morning after breakfast, discover Lucerne's unrivaled 
beauty on a walking tour that includes the spectacular medi-
eval walls and towers, dating back to the 13th century, and 
of course free time to explore the Christmas Markets.    
Overnight: Lucerne, Switzerland                                            (B) 
 

Nov 27 | Lucerne to Basel   
Check out of your hotel and visit the iconic Lion Monument 
– the figure of a dying lion carved into a hillside in memory 
of the Swiss Guards massacred during the French Revolution 
in 1792 – which Mark Twain described as “the most mourn-
ful and moving piece of stone in the world.” Later, head to 
Basel for a panoramic city tour. Nestled on the Rhine river, 
the city is Switzerland’s third-largest town and, partly be-
cause of its proximity to France and Germany, has a strong 
sense of its own identity. Long an important university, 
banking, and trade center, Basel’s glorious past is still evi-
dent in its medieval Town Hall and exquisite 18th-century 
patrician homes. Early this afternoon embark on the beauti-
ful AmaMora, your floating hotel for the next 7-nights. (B,D) 
 
 

Nov 28 | Basel After a leisurely breakfast, explore the city 
by foot on your guided walking tour including a visit to one 

of Basel’s Christmas Markets. Your ship sets sails in the 
evening.                                                                (B,L,D) 
 

Nov 29 | Strasbourg, France | 9:00AM to 11:00PM 
Strasbourg offers flavors of both France and Germany           
because of its borderline location. Enjoy a panoramic tour 
past the stunning Parc de l’Orangerie, the European Parlia-
ment, and the Place de la République before walking 
through its iconic “La Petite France” district, lifted straight 
from the pages of a fairytale. Wander through charming 
streets past the Cathédrale de Nôtre Dame with its famous 
astronomical clock. During the tour, you will have free time 
to visit the Christmas Markets. Alternatively, take a guided 
bike ride through the city and Parc de l’Orangerie. In the 
afternoon, visit the picturesque town of Gengenbach and 
stroll through the town’s narrow streets full of half-timbered 
houses. Enjoy the Gengenbach Christmas Market, packed 
with holiday treats and centers around the 18th-century 
town hall.                                                                         (B,L,D)  
 

Nov 30 | Ludwigshafen, Germany & Ruedesheim   
Ludwigshafen is your gateway to a choice of four excursions. 
Visit Heidelberg, the perfectly preserved medieval city              
nestled in the Neckar River Valley along Germany’s Castle 
Road. Discover the iconic red sandstone Heidelberg Castle 
and Great Vat, an 18th-century, 49,000-gallon wine cask. 
Here you can also enjoy visiting some of the festive Christ-
mas Markets. Alternatively, you can visit one of Germany’s 
oldest cities, Speyer, known for the largest Romanesque          
cathedral in Europe - a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 
the medieval Old Gate, Altpörtel. In your free time, you 
might choose to visit the Christmas Markets or Technik           
Museum featuring exhibits of vintage cars, military aircraft, 
and even a submarine, or pedal along the river Neckar to the 
picturesque medieval city center of Ladenburg and enjoy 
some free time exploring the shops. Later in the day, cruise 
to the charming village of Rüdesheim and join a wine tasting 
to discover the flavors of the town’s iconic vineyards, or 
taste one of the town’s special delights, Rüdesheimer coffee, 
ceremoniously made with brandy, coffee, and whipped 
cream.                                                                               (B,L,D) 
 

Dec 1 |Ruedesheim to Lahnstein 
Let Siegfried’s Mechanical Musical Instrument Museum 
charm you with its remarkable collection of self-playing           
musical instruments, or drink up the stunning views by soar-
ing high above the vineyards with a gondola ride to the             
Niederwald Denkmal. Afterward, enjoy free time in town, 
perhaps exploring the Drosselgasse, the town’s cultural 
heart, and the Christmas Markets. For a more active          
adventure, hike through the town’s beautiful vineyards or 
join a guided bike tour along the scenic Rhine River. Later 
in the day, cruise through the captivating UNESCO-
designated Rhine Gorge, the most stunningly beautiful 
stretch of the river before reaching Lahnstein, where you will 
enjoy a unique evening visit at Lahneck Castle.          (B,L,D) 



Dec 2 |Lahnstein to Cologne 
Today enjoy cruising to Cologne. Join a guided tour through 
the Old Town and explore the UNESCO-designated Cologne  
Cathedral, one of Germany’s most revered Gothic master-
pieces. Continue to the Cologne Rathaus, Germany’s oldest 
town hall, and see other local sights. During your free time, 
browse through the city’s most impressive Christmas Mar-
kets, offering 160 attractively designed wooden pavilions. 
For a different view, visit a local tavern to taste its famous 
Kölsch beer, only made in Cologne, and potato pancakes 
served with applesauce. Active adventurists will want to join 
a guided bike ride along the Rhine and through the historic 
Stadtgarten.                                                                    (B,L,D) 
 

Dec 3 | Amsterdam 
There are 165 canals in Amsterdam, and you’ll get to enjoy 
some of them on your canal cruise. Alternatively, get a taste 
of local flavor, passing iconic canals, gabled houses, narrow 
bridges, and houseboats while tasting Dutch specialties at 
one of Amsterdam’s grand cafes.                                   (B,L,D) 
Dec 4 | Amsterdam 
Bid farewell to Amsterdam as you prepare for your return 
flight home. Memories of your time spent at the Christmas 
Markets in Switzerland,  France, Germany and the Nether-
lands will last forever!                                                            (B) 
 

*Itinerary is subject to change and Christmas Market schedules in towns on this 
itinerary are subject to their opening dates for the 2023 season. 

 Inclusions: 
• Roundtrip transportation to the airport

BHM or ATL airport
• Airfare from BHM or ATL to Zurich & from

Amsterdam back home (excluding baggage
fees)

• 2-night pre-cruise stay in Zurich
• 2-night pre-cruise stay in Lucerne
• Panoramic City tours in Zurich, Lucerne and

Basel
• Luxury motor coach while in Switzerland
• Welcome Swizz Fondue dinner in Zurich
• Dinner in Lucerne
• 7-nights aboard the beautiful AmaMora
• All gourmet meals while onboard, including

themed dinners
• Daily hand-selected complimentary unlim-

ited wine chosen by acclaimed European
sommeliers; beer and soft drinks during lunch
and dinner and specialty coffee and tea sta-
tions

• One dinner at the Chef’s Table restaurant
• Complimentary unlimited sparkling wine and

fresh juices with breakfast
• Sip & Sail daily cocktail hour with compli-

mentary wine, beer and spirits
• Wide choice of included expertly guided

shore excursions in each port with personal
audio headsets

• Service of a professional English-speaking
cruise director

• Complimentary WiFi
• Porterage of one suitcase per person
• Hotel taxes meal taxes, and gratuities
• Driver, guide, and step-on guide gratuities

while on our pre cruise in Switzerland
• Ship gratuities for staff and cruise director

(excluding gratuities for shore excursions)

$7,499.00 per person
Cat. E | 160 sq.ft. 

Fixed Window 
————————————— 
$7,799.00 per person

Cat. D | 160 sq.ft. 
Fixed Window 

 —————————————
$8,299.00 per person 

Cat. CA| 170 sq.ft. 
French Balcony  

————————————— 
$8,899.00 per person 

Cat. BB | 210 sq.ft. 
French & outside Balcony 

————————————— 
$9,099.00 per person 

Cat. BA | 210sq.ft. 
French & outside Balcony 

————————————— 
$9,299.00 per person 

Cat. AB | 235sq.ft. 
French & outside Balcony 

————————————— 
$9,499.00 per person 

Cat. AA | 235sq.ft. 
French & outside Balcony 

————————————— 
$10,599.00 per person 

Cat. S (Suite) | 300 sq.ft. 
French & outside Balcony 

A valid passport is required for travel and must 
be valid for at least 6 month after return. 

Single rates are available 
upon request 

$400.00 non-refundable deposit is                 
required to make a reservation  

—————————————————————  
Add’l $1,000.00 non-refundable  
deposit due by March 1, 2023 

______________________________________ 
Final payment due July 15, 2023 
—————————————————————  

Cancellation:  
50% non-refundable July 21, 2023 

100% non-refundable August 31, 2023 

An optional Travel Protection plan is available 
with coverage for trip cancellation/interruption, 
see enclosed product flyer for more information.  

Payment accepted via cash, check, 
or credit card. If credit card is 

used, a 4% surcharge will be add-
ed to total cost of trip. 

Nannette Smith 
Sheaffer 

P: 205-408-2066  
nsheaffer@valley.com 

Valley National Bank 
1100 Corporate Parkway 
Birmingham, AL 35242 


